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November 22, Thursday, 12UQ p.m. ,at the airport . 

MUIZA'/EK 5 e 

The last one to leave the airplane was M. After a little while 

GuiBlS 

he found G.-bis and both of them stayed together. I approached and 
tapped M. on the shoulder. He was a little surprised, then he tried 
to remember something Juris had told him in Rome about my settling 
down to live in the US and working as a track coach at the university 
in Denver. He said I had lost weight. I said jokingly that this 
was because of my large amount of work and the fact that life was 
harder than in South America. M. replied that, as he understood it, 
life in the US was supposed to be much easier and better than in the 
rest of the world. I answered that it was better, but that one had 
to work much harder. 

Several Russian players came up to us, who remembered me from 

Chile and from Melbourne. M. told them about me in Russian, all 

of which I understood. Then I asked where G-bis was. ^e had been 

standing next to us all the time. I asked G-bis how he liked America; 

he said that he did not know much about it yet, since he had spent 

all his time playing basketball, and he hoped he would get to know 

something about American life here in Denver. Juris came up with 

nee 5 

Pedty /Patty ij and I introduced him; however the conversation ended, 
because the players had to have their picture taken. After that 
we got together again and M. asked me what the actual status of 
athletes was in American universities, whether they were amateurs 
or professionals. I replied that this was hard to explain in a 
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few minutes, as it was a long storyj however, we would probably meet 
later in the hotel and then we could talk about how things were in 
Latvia and I would tell him about life in America. M. explained to 
the Russians standing beside him, in Russian, that /the American 
athletes/ were probably professionals, since I had been unable to 
answer immediately. I said in Russian, to their surprise, that I 
could speak Russian, and that the Americans believed that the best 
Russian athletes were all semi-professionals. M. got a little 
upset and only said: What do you mean ? Why should they think so? 

I said we can talk later, and the players then started to get on 

( the kmrmr bus. I asked which one was £. and they pointed him out 

KAl/vaV-s 

to me. By this time K. was on his way to the bus. I walked up and 
introduced myself. I said that I welcomed him to America and 
asked how he liked it here. He replied that this was the first 
time he was here and he could not express an Opinion yet, but 
that everything was very interesting and different than "at home." 

|l told him I worked at the Denver University and hoped we would be 
lable to meet and talk in the next few days. We said goodbye, and 
Ithey all got on the buses and left. 

I noticed that K. kept apart from the others, all by himself, 

/ and that he walked alone to the bus, while M« always remained 
together with G. 

At 6 p.m. I called the hotel and asked for M.'s room number. 

He answered the phone himself. I asked when he would be free 
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and when we might meet and have a talk. He said that they had gone 

(2/ /Vov/' ) 

to bed at 2 a.m. the night before, because they had been flying and 
after their arrival at the hotel they had gone for one hour to watch 
the "Denver Bronee8"football match; therefore, they had all been 
given orders to 6tay in bed from 6 to 9 p.ra., and at 9 p.m. they 
were to go to the Coliseum for training. Finally I asked whether 
we could meet Saturday morning after the game. He answered 
evasively, as he did not know yet what the program was going to be, 
but he said there would surely be a chance to meet. I wished him 
success for the game and we ended the conversation. 

November 23, 7 p.m.. Coliseum game : 

We were sitting together: myself, my wife. Juris, Faty, /Patty ?7, 
Ri turns and his wife. The Russian male players were sitting at the 
end of the field during the women's game. M. was next to G., but 
K. all by himself, slightly apart from the others. After a while 
several Latvians from Denver sat down on the benches behind the 
Russian players; they were mostly young people, and one group was 
talking to M. and G., the other group to K. At this time many 
people were asking for autographs and therefore the activity of 
the Denver Latvians was not especially noticeable; three of the 
Latvian players made the most of this and started a lively 
discussion. Only two of the older Latvians from Denver took 
part in the conversations,- Bruno BERZINS, who has a brother in 
Latvia, at present working as a section chief at f, VEF^ this 
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products 

section raanufactures/jfor foreign export, especially for exhibits 
in foreign countries. Berzins was a member of the "Starts” 

A* 

basketball team in Latvia; he knows KRAUKLIS, now the coach of 
the , 'VEF"team. KAININS was trained by KRAUKLIS, and therefore 
BERZINS found it easy to talk to KAININS. Berzins talked to K. 
for about 5 minutes , and to M. and G, about 20 minutes, Ritums 
did not get to say very much, but only asked some questions about 
acquaintances in Latvia, Ritums used to be a member of a select 
ice hockey team in Latvia, and after the war in Belgium and France. 

Ritums has an ultra-nationalist attitude and during the playing of 
the Soviet national anthem he got up and left the room; as he later 
explained, he could not listen to this anthem in honor of Stalin sjand 
Lenin 1 s party. 

I know Berzins slightly, but I have heard that he always tries 

to explain to everybody that the present situation is different, 

that there is no point in adopting a harsh attitude towards the 

Latvians in Russia and the Russians themselves, etc. As far as I j 

know, Berzins started talking to Muiznieks about going on a visit 

to Latvia next year where he would spend some time with his 

brother, and then return to Denver. As I understood, he agreed 

jj with Muiznieks that he should take with him as many dollars as 
!) ‘ 
possible for exchange in Riga, as Muiznieks would help him do this. 

M. is said to have a telephone and his number is in the telephone 

book; he said 1. should call him when he arrived in Riga. M. said 






that many Latvians visited Riga last year from Sweden, England, 
Canada and the US, and that they had all returned home. M. said 
that if anyone had some "sins" in his past, he would not even 
receive a visa. If a person has relatives, as Berzins does, one 
could ask for permission to stay with them; several tourists had 
made us© of this permission. M. asked Berzins whether the money 
to cover living expenses in Latvia had to be paid in advance of 
the trip, or if it could be paid in rubles in Latvia ? B. said 
that, as far as he knew, the living expenses amounted to about 
$30.00 a day and that, if a person was going to stay at a hotel, 
theymoney had to be paid in advance here in America. M. was 
surprised at this, and he also wondered why it was so much. 

B.'s brother who works for VEF earns l£0 rubles a month and B. 
asked whether this was a good salary? M. said it was a very good 
salary# but M. added that one could not compare it with the US, 
since here a good suit costs $60.00, but in Riga it is much more. 

As far as B. knew, M, had bought several suits /her ej . In general, 
B. believed that M. was engaged in "speculation", and that he made 
use of his trips with the basketball team for this purpose. 

When B. asked how much money M. earned, he gave an evasive answer. 

M. asked about getting seeds for palm trees, but since these are 
not available in Denver, B. bought three palm-tree plants and 
on Monday night, during the women's game, he gave them to M., 
wrapped in a long package, to be taken back to Riga. M.'s mother 



is said to have planted iJo^palm tree when M. was born, but the plant 
is not growing well. On Monday night B. had asked M. about life in 
^atvia. M. answered that after the old man's (he meant Stalin's) 
liquidation, everything was much better, there was more freedom of 

CT““ 1 

speech, more food, etc. When B. asked what the present "old man", 

i.e. Khr., was like, M. replied that he was much better. 

Whan During the men's game on Friday night, Berzins talked for 

some time to Smildzin^, but when he tried to do the same on Monday 

night, Smildzinj^ was no longer able to talk as^he was sitting among 

the Russian women and appeared to be occupied. 

Berzins works as an electrician and earns $li.50 per hour; he 

has his own house at 1058 South Josephine Street or Blvd. , Tel. 

PE 3-9628 j his oldest daughter is a teacher in New fork and is 

married to an American Wax of Jewish extraction, a college graduate, 

who is also employed as a teacher in New fork. They have no 
His 

children. Jdk^fcfcEfcx relativesyire very wealthy, and own large houses 

and stores. The young people live on 5th Avenue. They travel to 

Europe in Summer. This daughter of Berzins is a French-language 

teacher; she graduated from the university in Grenoble, France. 

B.'s second daughter, about 20 years old, is deaf-mute; she is 

live 

married to an American teenager and they/jin a small room in old 
Berzins' apartment. 



Old Mrs. Berzins travels a lot, she visits her daughter in New 
York and also goes to Seattle and Los Angeles, I don't know for what 



purpose. I don't know in what connection, but Berzins knew that 
Mrs. PIIANDERS was planning to travel soon from Denver to Riga to 
visit some relatives. Mr. and Mrs. PIIANDERS are an elderly couple} 
they live in Denver and are managers of the Denver Women's Club. 

The meetings and various parties of the Denver Latvian Club also 
take place in the rooms of this club. 

Saturday, 2k November . 

About 10 a.m. I called the hotel and found out that the Russians 

were going to Central City in the morning; they were expected to return 

at 3 p.m. I went to the hotel at that time for the purpose of meeting 

some of the Latvians and talking to them. At about 3*11? p.m. one car 

some 

after the other drove up, als<^\V.W. station wagons (small buses), but 
I did not see "our friends." I talked to the A. A. ty. leaders, whom 
I know personally; we talked about Saturday's ice hockey game in the 
D.lfl. arena. It turned out that everyone was coining to watch our 
game; they needed 13 more tickets for the US women basketball players 
and I was asked to get these tickets. I promised to do so and 
telephoned from the switchboard in the lobby to the university. 

While I was talking to the A.A.tf. officials, the Russian coach 
GOMELSKY was present and he spoke a few words in broken English. 

After a while somebody called me from the telephone switchboard: 

"Coach, coach, please come here I" - in plain Lat vian language '. 
Naturally, I was very much surprised. It was Mr. Gomelsky. 

I walked up to him and he asked me, in Russian, to pick up the 
receiver and talk to the operator from New York. It appeared that 
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a telephone call for Gomelsky had been announced from Moscow; however, 

he had been out at that time, and the call had been postponed until 

Sunday morning, between 11 and 12 a.m., Denver time. I told him all 

this in Latvian. Then I asked whether he was a Latvian, and he said 

no, but that he had lived for 10 years in Latvia and had been training 

the A.S.K. basketball club, including Krumins, Valdmanis, Muiznieks, 

Gulbis, Kalnins,— all of them came from this Red Army club '. 

I said that I seemed to remember him from the contests in Chile and 

Melbourne, and Gomelsky said that he remembered me too, particularly 

from Melbourne. He asked what I was doing here, I told him about it, 

and after 2-3 minutes somebody called him and he left. 

Immediately after that Muiznieks and Gulbis came down to the 

lobby after having dinner on the second floor. I asked them how they 

liked Central City. They said that they hadn't gone there, but had 

gone to the city, apparently to do some shopping. Then we spoke about 

all 

Friday's game, and they said they/|felt tired because of the change in 
climate. He said that he ^S.?7 personally felt very nervous and 
could not sleep. He had been falling asleep only at f> a.m. ! 

When I asked why, he said he dicin' t know himself why he was so nervous. 
I suggested that we sit down, but he seemed very "busy" and said, 
maybe later. So we didn't get a chance to talk, because M. was simply 
being evasive. Gulbis was- much more approachable and would have 
remained, but he had to follow Muiznieks. 

I went out to the swimming pool with the A.A.U. officials; 
some of the players were sitting in groups and talking. Gomelsky was 






sitting and chatting with one of the Russians. M. and G. were in 

another group, and farther on K. was walking by himself j heeseemed 

very lonely and forsaken. Suddenly Gomelsky called: "Coach, come 

here l" in Russian. I went to him and sat down. He introduced me 

to the Russian, a unit manager, whose name I do not remember. The 

expedition leader, also a Russian, came up to us and told some jokes 

about the American horses in Central City which did not understand 

any Russian and paid no attention to Russian orders, such as "go 

ahead" or "stop." I asked in Russian whether the cowboy boots they 

had been given as a present on Friday night were the proper size. 

He said that even the cowboy boots did not help the horses to un der- 
and 

stand their orders. The manager the unit leader 

both left, and I remained alone with Gomelsky. We talked in Latvian. 
Gomelsky immddiately invited me to visit Riga. If I would like to 
come for a visit, or if I would like to stay after looking around, 

I should get in touch with him; I should write to him and he would 
help to arrange everything. He also asked me why I had moved from 
Chile to the US. I said that I had been offered a good job at the 
university, and that my oldest son was already studying here, etc. 

"I showed some interest" in his suggestion to go to Riga and asked 
whether he would like to visit me at my home for a little while 
after the hockey game in the evening} my house was just half a block 
from the rwir mforr playing field. He said that would be fine 

and he would be glad to meet the rest of my family} I promised to 



take him back to the hotel after supper, and we took leave of one another. 

I walked through the lobby to get to my car, as I had to hurry to 
the university to arrange for the tickets^to the US women's basketball 
game. In the lobby I met the Russian manager. The Russian was very 
much interested in life in the US and invited me to a glass of beer 
in the restaurant next to the lobby. We went in there. We drank beer 
and chatted in Russian. He asked me if I could get him some American 
filter cigarettes. He received some "Kent" cigarettes and praised 
them very highly. I asked about Krumins and Valdmanis. He said 

A, 

Valdmanis was not in good form, and that Krumins had sprained his 
back and therefore had not been able to travel with them. Kr. was 
married to a for K « r , ne Latvian sculptress, for whom he had posed and 
whom he later married. Kr. is said to own a Volga car and is supposed 
to be an officer in the army. Valdmanis also has connections with the 
array. He /the Russian manager/ said he liked Riga very much, because 
the Latvians were able to live differently; I understood that he meant 
one could live better with the same amount of money. The Latvians 
were good athletes, he said, and were well known in all of Russia. 

He /the Russian/ was thoroughly familiar with track and he asked 
about the D.t0 k results. He told me he had two sons, 7 and 9 years old. 

He asked about my family. He also said he had an American friend 
in New York, whom he had met in Germany during World War II. They 
wrote to each other occasionally. He had gone to his friend's 
house, but the latter had been away, so he left a letter. He said 



his friend would be very much surprised to hear that he had been in 
New York. I offered some more beer, but he refused to drink any more. 
He asked whether I wouldn't like to go home and work as a coach in Riga 
or Moscow. I said it would be fine to live and work in Latvia, but 
I had already settled down here and it would be hard to start all over 
emr there. We went out to the lobby and I bought 3 more packages of 
"Kent" cigarettes which I gave to him, and he was very pleased. 

I said that I would meet him in the evening at the hockey game and we 
said goodbye to each other. 

Hockey game, Saturday night, 8 p .m. 

The group arrived at 8:15 p.m. IXiring the first period I sat next 
to Smildzina, behind M. and G., and explained the composition of the 
team, last year's results, how the game between the B.Vl. hockey players 
and the Russian national hockey team had ended in a tie, etc. MI said 
to M. that after they had seen the professional hockey players in New 
York, the U. /university players would seem very poor. During the 
intermission I talked to Gomelsky, the manager, the official Russian 
interpreter, and a former Russian player from Melbourne, who is now 
the Russian head coach for all of Russia. During the contest period, 
the latter sat at the judges' table. He remembered me from Chile and 
from Melbourne. The main topic of conversation was track. Finally, 

I remained alone for a moment with Gomelsky, and I suggested that 
maybe he could come to my house for supper together with M. and G. and 
K. and Sm. and Dzidra Ustupe. He said that would be fine, they would 
all be there, but they could not stay more than an hour. He asked 
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about transportation back to the hotel , and I said mjr family had two 

cars and I would take them all back. At the beginning of the second 

play period, I called home and ny wife promised to prepare a quick 

supper for 6-7 persons. Then I went back to the game. I sat down next 

to K., since he was sitting by himself. Gomelsky was sitting two rows 

farther behind. K, remembered me from the airport. I asked him whether 

he was studying in Riga, and he told me he was attending the last course 

of the engineering faculty. I told him a little about myself and my 

family, and how I lived and worked here at the university. He told me, i 

without being asked, that he had prepared for this trip for a very long 

time and that at the last moment he almost had to s tay at home because 

he had pulled some ligaments in the knee, but finally they did take 

him along. He asked how such injuries were treated in this country. 

I said we had electrical machines for the treatment of such injuries. 

Then he asked: was life better in the US or in Canada ? I got the 

impression that he might have heard about life in Canada through some 

friends, but not about life in the US. I said life was much better in j 
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the US, since earnings were better and everything was much cheaper 
than in Canada. I immediatily asked whether he had considered the 
question of remaining here for good, because --as far as I knew — 
life in Riga was not really so wonderful, but here in the US there 
were many different possibilities, especially for engineers. If he 
had not finished the university yet, he could do that here very 

easily, and I could personally help him. He grew very nervous, looked ■ 




around cautiously, and said he might think about such a suggestion. 

I said that Gomelsky would be at my house after the^g c ara§^and that 
arrangements had been nade for him and the other Latvians to 
come along too. He seemed very much surprised and pleased at such 
a chance. I said I would find an opportunity to talk to him alone 
in my home, that I would give him the university book so he could read 
about university life in the evening, and that we would have a chance 
i to discuss all the details of arranging for his possibly remaining in 
t the US. He said he would be interested, but at that time the second 
play period suddenly came to an end and everyone got up quickly and 
went to the buses. I approached Gomelsky outside the playground and 
said that my home was about half a block in the other direction] I also 
said that I had already talked to the other players and invited them to 
supper. Gomelsky replied, to ray surprise, that it would not be possible 
for the players to go and separate themselves from the crowd, because 
an order had come at the last moment from the top leaders that everyone 

j 

should immediately return to the hotel. Then I said I hoped he at least 3 

would come by himself, but he replied that he could not come either as 
he had to remain with the players. So I did not get a chance to say 



goodi-bye to K., as they had all boarded the buses. 

, - * ■ • ,7- 

^dajr ;| M 0 vember-2$. *-> 4 /' \ s ,,ac-<oL y A . fl' r , 

I called K. at the hotel, ext. 2 h9 , at 8:30 ^m. He answered the ^ 



phone and sounded nervous, he asked who was speaking, several times. 
I said I was a friend from the university and asked if I could talk 





■ .. 

or if anyone was listening. He said we could talk, but not very long. 

He I apologized for not having said good-bye on Saturday evening, since 

Gomelsky had changed the plans at the last moment, and I said that the 

supper had been prepared and I sat alone at the table, thinking how 

unfree they were under the Red rule. He answered that this was nothing 

new for them and that I should not take offense because they had been 

unable to visit me at ray home. Then K, himself asked if 1 might come 

to the hotel at 10 a.m., as he would like to talk to me regarding the 

matter we had discussed at the hockey game. There was no doubt that 

he was thinking about the question of staying in the US. I told him 

| I would be there at 10 a.m., that I had a red V.W., and that I would 

i park my car on the street side behind the lobby) he should go through 

; the lobby and I would wait for him in the car. He agreed, and our 

| at this meeting/ 

1 conversation ended. I understood that we would have to discuss/jail the 

details concerning an escape. 

10 a.m. at the hotel . 

I decided that I did not want to drive to the hotel by myself, 

because in the event K. could not find my car someone could help him 

to find the right place) I did not want to show myself personally in 

the lobby, or in any other place, so as to avoid suspicion. Since 

Ritums had talked to K. on Friday evening during the game, I went to 

Ri turns and told him that I wanted to meet K. and that I would like 

him to come with me to the hotel and help me to arrange the meeting, 
prear ranged me eting / 

We arrived at the/jpiace at 9': 1)5 a.m.) I remained in the car and sent 
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Ri turns to see what was going on in the lobby, and in the hotel in 
general. After 5 minutes R. came back and said the Russians were 
sitting around in small groups by the swimming pool and talking. 

K. was walking up and down by himself, looking nervous, along the side 
of the pool. I asked Ritums to go and sit down in the lobby, to read 

a paper and observe what was going on. Ten minutes later R. came back 
again and said they had all gone to their rooms, including K.- R. returned 
to the lobby and I waited in the car for 15 minutes. It was 1000 a.m., 
but still ho sign from K. I went to a phone and called K. He said that 
he was unable to come out, as they had received orders to remain in their 

( rooms, but he asked me to come to the window and he would come out on 
the balcony. I decided not to go myself, but sent Ritums. After 15 
minutes, I drove past the balcony (porch) and saw Ritums talking to K. 

I saw that K. noticed my car going by and got very nervous. After 3 or 
li minutes, I drove past once more and saw that R. had finished talking, 
^but K. was still on the second-floor balcony. R. got in my car and !aJ&. 
drove away. The conversation had been as follows: first of all, K. 

had come out onto the balcony, looked around, went back into the room, 
and came out again in about half a minutej then they started to talk. 

He said they were all being watched very carefully and had been ordered 
to stay in their rooms, therefore he could not come down. He said to 
tell me that the only chance to meet would be at the Coliseum, as they 
would have a training period at 12:00, i.e. in 1^ hours, and at that 
time I could tell him what I wanted to say at 10:00 that morning. He 
had been extremely nervous and upset and close to tears. R. had the 



impression that K. had tears in his eyes during the whole conversation. 
K. asked that I bring the promised university book with me to the 
Coliseum. 

11:30 a«m. 

I drove to the apartment of Juris and told him about the whole 

for 

situation. I gave him the book/^ancfasked him to give K. instructions 
on how to proceed in the event he wanted to remain in the US. I said 
that the best time would be Monday night, between midnight and 1 a.m. , 
after the last game. My red V.W. car would be around the corner near 
the stairway which he would have to use in going up or coming down from 
his room. I also asked Juris to tell K. that he would be helped in 
arranging a new life here in the US and that he should not be afraid 
for his personal safety. He should call me at home between 7 and 9 in 
the evening, and if not, I would call him myself at his extension 
between 9 and 10 in the evening and get his answer, whether he wants 
to remain in the US or not. 

I also prepared a short letter, containing ay telephone number and 
instructions on how to call me from his room, how to pronounce the 
telephone numbers etc., which Juris was to give K. in the event they 
should be unable to talk personally for a sufficient length of time, 
and K. was to be told that he should destroy the letter immediately 

after reading it, for his own safety. 

7 ) 

Coliseum 

J. and Poty drove to the Coliseum. After the training period. 

Juris and Poty met K. alone j they talked 1-2 minutes and Juris explained 



the general situation; he placed my letter with the telephone number 
in the book, because the time was too short to explain everything in 
detail. K. immediately covered the book casually with his outer 
training clothes which he was carrying over his arm, and went to the 
locker room. He was very upset and nervous. Juris offered him 3 or 1* 
dimes so he could use a public phone, but he did not take them. 

Sunday evening. 

K. did not telephone between 7 and 9 p.m. I called at 11:1*5 p,m. , 
after having tried 3 or 1* times before that without getting an answer; 
finally the operator said that the Russians were having dinner and 
would return to their rooms at about 11 : 30 . 



The telephone conversation was as follows: It was very hard for 

him to decide what to do, but he would give me a definite answer on 
Monday, at 1* p.m.; somebody should come to his window, and he would 
come out and tell him what was going to happen, since the players 
were subjected to a very strict discipline and he could not go out 
anywhere by himself, it would be too noticeable. 

Monday, 3 P«m. 

I sent Maris to the meeting /with Kj with instructions on what 
to do in the event K. wanted to leave the hotel for good at that time. 



Maris went to the hotel at 3 p.m. At 3*30 p.m. Maris telephoned me 

from the hotels that the players had gone to eat shortly before 3*30 p.m., 

and before going to the dining-room K. had come out on the balcony, and 

he 

had looked around for quite a whilq' am apparently noticed Maris in the 
and 

car, watched him for a long time. He was nervous and aijbarihed. 
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At p.m, I drove to the hotel myself and parked my car around 

the corner near the stairway. I remained in the car. After a while, 
at about li»20, I drove around the hotel to see what Maris was doing. 
They were jaafc talking to each other. The conversation was as follows; 
1) First M ar i s asked if they could talk. The answer was: there was no 
one around and they could talk safely. 2) In answer mr to the 
question whether he had made up his mind, K. said that he had been 
thinking all night and that it was very hard to decide. 3) Maris asked 
whether K. had destroyed the letter which he had received Sunday with 
the book. K. said he had destroyed it, and that was the reason he could 
not call me the night before, since he had lost the telephone number 
while destroying the letter. 1*) When asked whether they should 
come to pick him up after the game at midnight, as it had been agreed, 
K. said they should come and wait for him to appear on the balcony. 

On this the conversation ended. Maris had the impression that K. 
was really having a hard time trying to make up his mind and that 
K. was all upset. He also had the impression that no one had 
witnessed their conversation. 

I drove around the block and found Maris already sitting in 
his car, and we both drove away at the same time. 

Monday night game . 

I arranged with Maris to go to the game together, and during the 
women's game we would ask K. once more whether we should come to pick 
him up at night after the game, or not. The situation was the same 
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as during the previous game. Some boys were collecting autographs 

and the Latvians were sitting behind us. Ritums was not there. 

Berzins appeared with his palm-tree plants for Miiznieks. Gulbis 

was beside M., but he was talking to some Latvian teenagers. 

Maris first went and sat down neittto Berzins, who introduced him 

to M.- M. said that they had already met in Rome III? Apparently 

he thought it was Juris. Then Maris went beh ind the back of K. and 

asked whether anyone there spoke Latvian, and they talked about 10 

minutes. First they talked about the gam, /[the tall players in 

A 

Turkey and Italy, about sports in Latvia and the fact that basketball 
and handball were the main types of sport, but that football was 
played less and not so well. During the conversation K. had been 
twisting his fingers all the time. Then Maris asked whether they 
should come for him at night, or not. K. replied that they sh ould 
come, but that there was going to be a banquet together with the 
American players after the game, and he didn't know at what time he 
would be back in his room. Maris told him again that they would 
wait in two cars, one in front of the balcony and the other around 
the comer near the stairway, and then he left him. 

During the night, at the hotel. 

Maris drove to the hotel at 11:30 p.m. I left at 12:00. The 
situation developed as follows: When M. parked his car, the last 

person to leave K.'s room to hurry to the banquet was the Estonian, 
Lipsno. Then the room was dark. About 5 or 10 minutes later, a 






light was turned on in K.'s room, or in the bathroom, so that apparently 
someone was still in K.'s room who had not gone to the banquet, or had 
left later by another door. 

The banquet continued until about 1:00 a.m. ; when I drove around 

on the way to 

the hotel, several groups were KauatHB x ra dfexai^their rooms. We decided 
to wait another 30 minutes or so. We noticed that the captain of the 
7 Russian team went around to check all the rooms; some of them came 
downstairs, where several cars were parked in front of the porch, and 
I the men walked up and down. One of the players came quite close to 
Maris' car and seemed to be looking at the car license numbers. 

It is hard to say whether this was intentional, or out of personal 
curiosity to look at the cars. No one came up behind ny car and 
there was no kind of traffic or movement. On the first floor, where 
the officials were staying, people were also moving around, and 
since it was already 1:30 a.m. and the movement in the room?, especially 
on the ground floor, was continuing, we decided to give up waiting. 
During the time between 11:30 and 1:30 K. did not show himself. 

It was my personal impression that all rooms were being checked, 
and that the officials wanted to be sure all the men were in bed. 

I am also convinced that if K. had really wanted to leave, he would 
have had a chance, but apparently it was hard for him to decide, 
either because of personal convictions, or because of his relatives 
in -Latvia. 
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I hope that we did not overdo anything or do anything wrong. 
I was unable to find out anything about the Estonians because of 
lack of time. 

Because of our special activities during the U days of last 
week, I and my sons had some additional expenses for gasoline, 
sandwiches, and the "special supper" which was prepared last 
Saturday night, in the total amount of about $50.00. 

Sincerely yours, 

^signature illegible/ 
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